
documentary guides for castle creations, renewals, etc. Readers need delve into the Appendix
(Section 8), which features a valuable study into metrologies across a wider central-northern
Italian sample: this identifies documented city, church and lordly units of measurements (diverse
rods/poles, feet, arms, etc) which were incised and displayed on/in walls at communal palaces or
civic towers across the 13th to 18th centuries (labelled ones at Cesena and at Rimini are respect-
ively of the 15th century and of 1544).

The bulk of the volume comprises 11 case studies from the larger sample (Section 6, pp
61–114). For each comes tidy coverage of standing remains; historical overview; structural ana-
lysis (illustrated with plans, phased elevations, wall fabrics); documentary, iconographic and
cartographic data; and chronological summary. Sites discussed include Castelnuovo (Meldola),
the Rocca Malatestiana di Verucchio and the well-documented, multi-phased Castello
di Sorrivoli.

NEIL CHRISTIE (University of Leicester)

Edilizia residenziale medievale dell’Appennino Reggiano (secoli XI–XIV). Maestranze, committenti e ambienti tecnici.
Contributi di Archeologia Medievale 15. Premio Ottone d’Assia e Riccardo Fancovich). By
Federico Zoni. 21 x 29 cm. 192 pp, 162 b&w pls and figs. Florence: All’Insegna del Giglio, 2019.
ISBN 978-88-7814-950-2 (ISSN 2035-5424). Price: e44.00 pb.

Federico Zoni here examines residential buildings in the High Middle Ages in Apenninic
northern central Italy, centred on the Reggio Emilia province. Most studies on medieval domestic
dwellings and their social, economic and even political implications have tended to focus on ear-
lier periods; relatively few regional analyses have tackled the built environment after AD 1000,
unless in urban contexts (eg Lucca, Padua). This well-structured and systematic research (a prize-
winning 2018 University of Bologna PhD) aligns with the latter strand of studies; concentrating
on a relatively remote area of medieval Italy, Zoni successfully weaves together different datasets
to build a coherent image, merging archival sources with archaeological ones, and linking these
to an analysis of built elevations alongside the development of pre- and post-industrial
human landscapes.

From this multi-disciplinary approach Zoni considers the dynamics linked to the social
role of the workers involved in the formation and evolution of settlements in this part of the
Apennines, while also reconstructing in good detail the range and succession of building tech-
niques and their relationship with the technological/technical capabilities of the
actual workers.

Chapter 4 in particular provides a set of well-illustrated case studies, accompanied by build-
ing/structural, geological, historical and archaeological analyses which form the solid basis for
establishing the various typologies of residences set out in the following chapter, where Zoni out-
lines the different identified types, including case solariate, palatia, fortified houses and residential
towers; these become narrative elements of a society in continuous evolution, where the clients
flaunt their social status, while political realities alternate by showing off different architec-
tural forms.

Zoni coins the phrase ‘archaeology of the architectural landscapes’ to define stratifications
of building activities that can be observed with certain trends in a wider political landscape; if
analysed correctly, these activities hint at the various passages and palimpsests of societies that
produced them, intertwined in the architectural patterns of medieval residences.

Overall, this publication not only adds significantly to the construction of typological atlases
of late-medieval residences, but it also allows us to historically and socially understand a specific
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territory through its architecture; furthermore, it should stimulate a wider goal of a much-awaited
synthesis on Italian late-medieval residential architecture.

ALESSANDRO SEBASTIANI (University at Buffalo — SUNY)

Ferrara al tempo di Ercole I d’Este. Scavi archeologici, restauri e riqualificazione urbana nel centro storico della citt�a.
(Quaderni di Archeologia dell’Emilia Romagna 38). Edited by Chiara Guarnieri. 21 x 29 cm. 501
pp, 545 colour and b&w pls, figs and tables. Sesto Fiorentino: All’Insegna del Giglio, 2018. ISBN

978-88-7814-824-6 (ISSN 1593-2680). Price: e75.00 pb.

Well known for its stunning Castello di San Michele or Castello Estense erected in the later 14th
century, Ferrara has seen fairly restricted larger scale archaeology (though notable 1980s and 1990s
excavations revealed 8th- to 13th-century timber structures in the San Romano zone), but this volume
brings together results from a series of excavations, building surveys and restorations undertaken on
and around key monuments in the historic centre (facing the cathedral) between 2000 and 2013, com-
bined with evidence from small (services-linked) interventions. While the volume’s title flags the figure
and works of Duke Ercole I (1471–1505) of the powerful Estense family (discussed in an introductory
essay, reproducing a highly detailed woodcut of a city panorama in 1499), the excavations revealed ele-
ments of a longer sequence of activity (chiefly 14th–18th centuries). Crucially, the Ercole epoch is richly
documented, even regarding building costs, and thus the archaeology provides additional windows into
this notable redesigning of Ferrara’s public core (the results and their historical value are ably summar-
ised by the editor from pp 20–32).

Divided into four parts, Part 2 covers the archaeology revealed along the Corso Martiri
della Libert�a, exposing structural features relating to some well-documented Estensi palaces
(Corte Vecchia, Palazzo Ducale and the Loggia Grande); 3 discusses investigations of the internal,
second-floor covered passage linking the ducal court and castle courtyard and the terrace or
hanging garden of Eleonora of Aragon within the Castello Estense (both of late 15th-century
date); and 4 details work at Porta dei Leoni, part of the city’s northern defences (built in 13th cen-
tury; demolished in 1514). The focal zone was the ‘Piazza Municipale’ (Part 1, pp 35–374), inves-
tigating components of the built fabric of the Palazzo di Corte, the Giardino delle Duchesse and
the ex-Bazzi structure. The excavated areas helped identify elements of the older, pre-Ercole pal-
ace, plus workshops, a water tank and ‘Venetian’ well, and also touched natural deposits, showing
reclamation work from the 11th/12th century (the creation of the cathedral in 1135 saw this as
the new urban focus). Notable were two dump deposits, closed when the original court palace
was demolished in 1479, yielding a valuable collection of ceramics and glass (over 8000 frag-
ments), plus food remains, linked, most probably, to ducal dining debris. Meriting a close read is
the section on the Giardino delle Duchesse, cleverly using text, finds and archaeobotanical data
to reconstruct the famed display garden of Ercole I.

This rich volume owes much to the efforts of the editor, Chiara Guarnieri, who not only over-
saw many of the excavations, but who contributes many sections on sequences, structures and finds.

NEIL CHRISTIE (University of Leicester)

Nel triangolo magico Bisanzio-Ravenna-Venezia. Dante e i mosaici di Torcello. (Fuori della Selva, 2). By
Emanuele Penni. 17 x 24 cm. 80 pp, 35 colour pls, 7 b&w pls and figs. Ravenna: Edizioni della
Girasole, 2019. ISBN 978-88-7567-635-3. Price: e12.00 pb.

This slim publication has an avowed purpose to draw out parallels between the 14th-
century ‘Divine Comedy’ of Dante and the 11th-century Last Judgement mosaic on the W wall
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