
 

 

11th November, Faculty of Arts, Degree Hall 

9.30 h Greetings from the authorities 

10.00 h, Juan Antonio Quirós (University of the Basque Country, ES), 
Introduction 

10.15 h Ross Faith (University of Oxford, UK), The moral economy of 
the family farm: early medieval England and Provence 

11.00 h Maite Iris García Collado (University of the Basque Country, 
ES), What’s for dinner tonight? Diet and food production strategies as 
a proxy of peasant agency in early medieval Iberia 

Break 

12.00 h David Larreina (CENIEH, Burgos, ES), Adaptive ironmaking 
technologies in Medieval times: know-how and commoners 

12.40 h. João Pedro Vicente Tereso (University of Porto, PT), Sites, 
plants and gestures: archaeobotanical approaches to Medieval and 
Post-Medieval agricultural communities and landscapes 

Lunch 

16.15 h Igor Santos Salazar (University of the Basque Country, ES), 
Elites campesinas, bienes comunes y construcción del poder político 
en el norte de Italia y en el norte de España (900-1050) 

17.00 h Eva Svensson (Karlstads universitet, SE), Peasants; innovators, 
commodity producers, traders and community builders. Connecting 
the past with the present 

 

12th November, Faculty of Arts, Degree Hall 

10.00 h Giovanni Levi (University Ca’ Fossari, Venezia, IT), 
Microhistoria y estudio de los grupos subalternos 

10.45 h. Carlos Tejerizo (INCIPIT, Spanish National Research Council, 
ES), Between resilience and resistance: towards an archaeology of 
peasant societies through the long duration 

Break 

12,00 h José Miguel Lana Berasain (Public University of Navarra, ES), 
On Peasantry, Communities and Property Rights. Some Remarks from 
the Commons’ Literature 

12,45 h Anna Stagno (University of Genova), Archaeology of sharing 
practices: investigating the material evidence of mountain 
marginalization in Europe (18th- 21st c. AD) 

Lunch 

16.15 h Margarita Fernández Mier (University of Oviedo, ES), 
Trabajando en común. Resistencia y adaptación de las comunidades 
locales en la gestión de los comunales 

17.00 h Josu Narbarte (University of the Basque Country, ES), 
Landscape and social practices: Agrarian Archaeology in the Basque 
Country 

Break 

18.00 h Isabel Alfonso Antón (Spanish National Research Council, ES), 
Conclusiones 

  



 

 

The seminar Archaeology and History of Peasantry 2 will be held the Faculty of Arts of 
the University of the Basque Country in Vitoria-Gasteiz in the framework of the Research Project 
‘Peasantry Agency and Sociopolitical Complexity in North-western Iberia in Medieval Ages’ 
funded by the Spanish Ministry of Economy and Competitiveness and the Research Group . 
The main aim of these workshops is to analyze peasantries as historical subjects from a wide 
variety of thematic, disciplinary and chronological perspectives, in its social, economic and 
political dimensions. 
Although during the 60s and 80s the peasantry had a central role in the social history of 
preindustrial societies of Europe, in recent decades this role has been progressively diluted. 
However, the impact of the 2007-2008 crisis, the emergence of an archeology of the peasantry 
and the renovation of theoretical frames have meant new developments on Social History. But 
discipline fragmentation limits the possibility to establish cross-cultural and transversal 
confrontation in order to promote new theoretical developments. The conferences 
‘Archaeology of Peasantry’ are trying to fill this gap, creating platforms for discussion about 
preindustrial peasantries in Europe. 
The problems which will be studied in this workshop are related, mainly, to the theoretical 
approaches with which the peasantry and its social and political agency are studied: agrarian 
production; the territorial articulation of rural landscapes; the processes of transformation of 
rural settlements, the forms of inequality within peasant communities, or the articulation of local 
societies as a space for integration between peasant communities and other external agents. In 
addition, special attention will be paid to the implications and the reasons why it is important to 
continue studying peasant societies nowadays. 
The first seminar was held in Vitoria-Gasteiz in November 2018. 
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